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The Creepy & the Crawly 

Even though the temperatures have dropped, for those of us 

in the North Island, external parasites are a year round  

problem for our dogs.  Fleas, �cks and lice can be a burden for 

our team.  

Dogs with fleas can be prone 

to secondary skin infec�ons.  

Infec�on occurs when the 

dogs scratch raw patches of 

skin and introduce bacteria 

into the dermis.  Most of all, 

fleas are uncomfortable and 

irrita�ng.  Imagine having to 

get up in the morning and run 

a marathon a#er a restless night scratching mosquito bites. 

There are plenty of different 

products on the market now 

that can be economical for 

large numbers of dogs need-

ing treatment. 

One solu�on is the Seresto 

Collar, a flea, �ck and lice 

preven�on collar that lasts 8 

months.  It is water resistant 

and provides a low dose  

release of ac�ve ingredients 

which means the collar  

protects for the whole 8 

months.  

We give a discount on bulk 

Seresto Collar purchases.  If 

you are interested in fi.ng 

your team with Seresto  

collars, get in touch with the 

Vets North Team to organise 

an order. 
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Vets North on farm checks have been under way and it has 

been a real pleasure to be able to come out on farm and talk 

about working dog health.  A#er all, without them what 

would you do? 

Mark and I have completed several checks with the help of 

Robbie from Eukanuba.  With his wealth of knowledge and 

experience on some large sta�ons, he is able to offer some 

great �ps; from the dietary needs of working dogs to kennel 

design & maintenance.  

Remember just by comple�ng an On-Farm check you go in 

the draw to WIN a year’s vaccina�on for up to 6 of your 

working dogs. 

Chelsea & the Vets North Team 
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The Wet, The Wind & The Cold 

It is important for your dogs to have a kennel that can provide 

shelter from the weather.  Dogs will use energy and burn fat 

stores shivering and trying to keep warm.  Check your kennels 

for dra#s & fix up any holes or wear & tear around the kennel 

edges or around the back doors. 

Kennels li#ed off the ground will help with cleanliness and also 

prevents the floor from being damp and cold.  

Provide a base surface if possible to help with warmth.  Hessian 

mats are a great idea.  You can buy ready made beds from the 

rural stores or even cut your own.  The important thing is 

providing a layer between the dog and the kennel floor.  It 

makes a huge difference in the colder months.  

Remember the older dogs in the team will suffer more during 

the colder months.  Arthri�s is more painful in the cold.  You 

can help ease this discomfort by star�ng them on an an�-

inflammatory or joint supplement.  Using as needed on ‘bad’ 

days or days where they have done heavy work, means it 

doesn’t have to be costly. 

If you think one of your dogs could benefit from having some 

an�-inflammatories on hand, feel free to give us a call and we 

can arrange a Vet to start a prescrip�on for you.   


